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Dubai, 07-04-2009

The Navies of the United Arab Emirates (UAE) and French Republic will hold a high-level maritime security
conference in Abu Dhabi on 25-26 May, 2009, on the occasion of the inauguration of the French Navy &
Support Base at Port Zayed in Abu Dhabi. The International Maritime Security Conference will be held
under the patronage of His Highness Sheikh Khalifah bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the UAE, and His
Excellency Nicolas Sarkozy, President of the French Republic. The event will be organized by the Dubaibased Institute for Near East and Gulf Military Analysis (INEGMA) and will take place at the Armed Forces
Officers Club in Abu Dhabi.
The Commander of the UAE Naval Forces, Vice Admiral Ahmed Al-Sabab Al-Teneji, said "this conference
will emphasize the strong relationship between France and the UAE." He added, "It will also provide an
important opportunity for the participants to receive insights into a variety of solutions to address current
and emerging challenges facing maritime safety and security in the region."
Commander of French Forces in the Indian Ocean, Vice Admiral Gérard Valin, talking on the subject said,
"The sea lanes of communication are nowadays threatened by a wide range of disturbing and
destabilizing activities, including piracy, terrorism, human or drug trafficking." He added, "The recent huge
increase of pirates' attacks off Somalian coasts has a real impact on the commercial exchanges between
Asia and Europe as well as between the Arabian Gulf and Europe" and said about the symposium that it
"will give the opportunity to debate on a central issue and a real challenge: How to find the better way to
improve security at sea?"
The conference will feature prominent speakers who will be mostly military and government officials and
experts from the UAE, France, the Middle East and the West. High-ranking military and government
officials from neighboring and friendly countries will be invited to the conference, and a number of chiefs
of staff, naval commanders, and senior government ministers are expected to attend the event.
"INEGMA feels honored to be tasked with organizing such an important and historic event," said Riad
Kahwaji, INEGMA Chief Executive Officer. "The event will address very important topics related to
international maritime security, especially combating terrorism, piracy and other issues," he added. The
conference will have morning plenary sessions and afternoon working groups that would tackle various
issues related to regional maritime security, including strategic multinational cooperation, the challenges
of meeting current and future threats, and new technologies to bolster capabilities. Other key areas to be
discussed include terrorism and asymmetric threats, combating piracy and other illegal activities,
responding to environmental disasters, disaster relief operations, and the role of international
organizations.
INEGMA, commissioned by the UAE Navy to organize this event, is based in Dubai, UAE. It was established in 2001 to provide
governments, industry, media, and the wider defense community of the Middle East with specialized services in areas including
defense and security events production, research and consultancy in socio-political and military subjects, and media services.
INEGMA recently opened new offices in the Lebanese capital Beirut. For more information please visit www.inegma.com

