Symposium on Middle East Missile and Air Defense (MEMAD)
concludes with sessions on:
“Development of Artillery Rockets and their potential Threat”
and “Crisis Management programs regarding Missile Attacks”

The “Middle East Missile and Air Defence Symposium” (MEMAD) concluded yesterday
its second day of discussions at the Armed Forces Officers’ Club in Abu Dhabi. MEMAD,
organized by the Institute for Near East and Gulf Military Analysis (INEGMA), was held
under the Patronage of HH Gen. Sheikh Mohammad Bin Zayed Al-Nahyan, Crown
Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of UAE Armed Forces, and with
special support from the Armed Forces General Headquarters. Two Plenary sessions
titled "Development of Artillery Rockets and their potential Threat" and “Partners in
ITAMD Operations and Crisis Management programs regarding Missile Attacks” were
held today. They were followed by specialized closed workshops.
First Plenary Session: “Development of Artillery Rockets and their potential Threat”
Francois Gere, President of the French Institute for Strategic Analysis introduced the first
plenary session. The session looked at the "Development of Artillery Rockets and their
potential Threat”. MG Peter Vangjel, CG U.S. Army Field Artillery School, Ft. Sill,
argued, in his presentation on the development of artillery rockets and their potential
threat, that globalization and failing states and munitions, are out of control. He added
that rockets and mortars are a long-term threat and he described their main current aim
as to destabilize governments rather than cause casualties. Brigadier General Genaro
Dellarocco, chief of the leading 'Missile and Space' project in the US Army, said in his
session on defending against artillery rockets that the mission area of his organization is
likely to grow in region in the coming years after some expected MoU's are signed in
next few months.

Second Plenary Session: “Partners in ITAMD Operations and Crisis Management
programs regarding Missile Attacks”
In the final plenary of the day, Dr. Michael Connell, from the Center for Naval Analysis,
introduced the session. The two key issues were to examine Partners in ITAMD
Operations and Crisis Management programs regarding Missile Attacks against Gulf
states. BG Robert Woods, Commanding General of the 32nd Army Air and Missile
Defense Command presented a paper on the “Partners in Integrated Tactical Air Missile
Defence (ITAMD) Operations”. He said that the desired end state of the U.S. State
Department’s bilateral agreement with host states is one coherent and integrated shared
early warning architecture. In the last panel, Dr. Sami Faraj, Chairman of the Kuwait
Center for Strategic Studies, opened his presentation "National Crisis Management in
Dealing with Missile Attacks (Passive Defense)” by presenting his ideas based on the
occupation of Kuwait by Saddam Hussein in 1990. He then explored regional
preparedness in dealing with crisis in the event of damage to critical national
infrastructure such as oil facilities and responding to attacks by unconventional
weapons.
MEMAD was a two day symposium organized by INEGMA for the 37th Emirati National
Day. Yesterday’s sessions were attended by the Deputy Chief of Staff of the UAE Armed
Forces Major Gen. Said Mohamad Al-Roumaythi representing the Armed forces General
Headquarters and a crowd of political and military leaders and diplomats from the Gulf
region and abroad, including the U.S. Assistant Secretary of Defense for International
Security Affairs Mary Beth Long, Deputy Commander of AFCENT Maj. Gen. Timothy
Rush, Bahrain Air Force Commander General Sheikh Mohammad Salman Al Khalifa,
Qatari Air Force Commander Mubarak Mohammad Al Khayarayn, and INEGMA
President Maj. Gen. (R’td) Khalid Al-Bu Ainnain. MEMAD was INEGMA’s first annual
Symposium. It was sponsored by Lockheed Martin, Raytheon and MBDA. It will be held
every other year. Next year’s annual symposium is the “Middle East Intelligence
Surveillance and Reconnaissance” (MEISR 09) will be held in December 2009.
INEGMA is a self-financed establishment that offers media, research, consultation and
events organization services, in the fields of defense, security and geo-politics. It aims at
enhancing awareness and knowledge about defense and strategic issues amongst the
peoples and leaders of the Middle East region. It is based in Dubai and recently opened
an office in Lebanon’s capital, Beirut.

